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In    Broadwater  County   there  are 

The  area  of   Federal    land    is 

Towns,    roads,    water,    etc.    amount   to 

This  leaves  a  conservation   responsibility  on 


766,675  acres 

2^l|,  320  acres 

8,670  acres 

513,685  acres 


LAND  USE  TODAY  AND  EXPECTED  BY    1975 
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o(*)  Other  Rural  Land,  Roads,  Towns,  etc. 


Increase  in  dryland  cropland  will  come 
mainly  from  the  plowing  of  the  better 
land  presently  in  range.   Marsinal 
cropland  will  be  seedt 

Land  going  into  permanent  irrigated 
tame  pastures  will  decrea 
irrigated  cropland. 

Tame  pastures  will  increase  over 
4  times  the  1958  figure. 


Rangeland  will  decrease  about  9%,  how- 
ever, much  of  this  will  return  to  tame 
pasture  planting. 
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TPENDS   IM  LAUD  USfi   IN  BROADIVaTER   GOUWTY 


The   Coinnittee  made   the   following:;  assumptions   in  determininr;  changes   in  land 
use  by   1975! 

1,  The   Jv,fferson  Unit   Project  being   investigated  by  the   Bureau  of  Recla- 
nvation  would  not   be   completed  during  this   period.      This   project,   when  complet*^ 
will  about  double  the   irrigable   land  in  the   county.      Dry  Cropland  and  Range 
would  be   the   land  uses  effected. 

2,  Approximately  7000  acres   of  public  land  administered  by  the  Bureau  of 
Land  iianagement  v;ill   come   imder  private   CAiiership, 

3,  There  will  be   little   expansion  of  urban  areas   outside   of  the   oresent 
excluded  areas, 

I4.     The  interstate   highway  v/ill   cross   the   southern  pert   ol    the   county. 
Little   change   is   anticipated  in  other  Coi.mty  and  State  roads, 

5,      The   general  trend  will  be   to  seud  lower   class   land  into  tame  pastures. 


WATERSHiiD   INVi:,KTORY 


\ifhat  "7as   Done:      Natural  drainages  v/ere   divided  into  units   of  250,000  acres   or 
TeTsT  "^a^cTT  Subdivision  v/as   studied  by  the   comnittee   tc  determine  treatment 
needs   and  possible   developments  which  might  be  met  through  the   small  watershed 
program  or  by  other  kinds   of   local  grovr)  action. 

What  iVas  Revealed:      The  watershed  areas    in  Broadwater  County  are  mainly  timbered 
TarTds"  wi'th~rangeTand  included.      There   is   some  erosion  in  timbered  lands   from 
harvest  operations,   and  on  rangeland  from  overgrazing.      The   loiver  v/atersheds 
need  treatment  for  erosion  control,   management   of  irrigation  water,   and  drainage^ 

Small  group  action  is   anticipate; d  for   improving  irrigation  facilities.      Prelimi- 
nary  investigation  has  been  made   on  a  storage  reservoir  and  diversion  on  Crow 
Creek.      Project  action  has  been  discontinued  pending  water-right  and  easement 
procurement,   and  pending  development   of  the   Jefferson  Unit   Irrigation   Project, 
iiarly  oroject  action  on  a  small  watershed  in  Broadwater   County  is  not   likely. 


LAND  USE  CHANGES  BY  CAPABILITIES 


Land 
Capabi 

1958 
Land  Use 
lity  "roRIGATED 
CROPLAND 

CROPLAND 
Irrigated       Dry 

GRASSLAND 

ViOODLAND 

OTHER 

OUT   C? 
AGRICUL- 

Class 

Pasture 

Range 

TURAL  USE 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

VI 

8,770 

17,8U7 

3,571 

2,li+7 

522 

DRY  CROPLAND 

8,5iro 

15,627 

5,911 

1,897 

272 

— 

i,9ho 
2,ii50 

250 
250 



50 
50 

10 

200 
250 



III 

IV 

VI 

VII 

52,507 
1,575 
2,258 

1,225 

TA).E   PASTURE 

999 

60 

115,108 

1,075 

l,h59 
170 

8,100 
500 
719 

1,055 



50 



III 

IV 
VI 

7,155 

5,5Ul 
185 

— 

"150 
260 

6,685 

5,281 

185 





— 

RANGE  * 

"III  ^76Ti  ^700"  I57517     67oiro       iro72'Si  25  18  ~ ~y6  " ~ 

IV  27,Ii27  1,500  900       2,65c         22,i457  20  120       — 

V  1,551  125  —  200  1,026 

VI      208,257      2,000     200   8,600   197,197       kO             100   100 
VII      51,200       —    —    — -   5i,ii;8      —      52   

'./OODLAl'ID 

~  IlT         ^BTB        ---      50     "-      I45O      ^$I8      -"  ~  ~-':'  ~  ~ 

V  i|85        1^85      -" 

VI  56,i4ii5  -—         —         —  800       55,1+05  224O 

VII  12,25i|  —  —  —  12,121+  150       — .. 

OTHER 

T  ^100  -~-         -~-         -~-  ---  _r_  Too  ~  -. ~ 

II  i+OO  —  —  —  —  ___  l^oo        .,_.. 

Ill  5,U+o  70         —         —  —  „_       3,370      -... 

IV                       590                     —            —            —                 —                 -_  590        --_ 

VI  1.601  —  - 1  601        -...- 

.VIII             1  069               —         —         —            —            -__       1  o6q      -- 
t.., -^  t  ^^-^ 

TOTAL  515,685  37,501    65,187    i+2,885      515,559        1+8,555        8,01+0      2n 

EXPLANATION:      There   is  going  to  be   a  trend  of  dry  and   irrigated  cropland  to  tans- 
pastures.      Some  of  the  better  range   ground  will  be   plowed  and  put   into   dry  or   irr- 
igated cropland  or  seeded  to  tame   pastures.     A  small  decrease   in  v;oodland  is  expected 
to  revert  to  range  use,     ijost  of  the   land  going  out   of  agricultural  use  v;ill  b3   .'.n 
the   south  portion  of  the   county  through  which  the   Interstate  Highway  will  pass. 
7000  acres   of  BUh  land  is  expected  to  be   added  to  inventory. 

(*)      Includes   irrigated  native. 


THE  PROBLEMS  AND  NEEDED   TREATMENT 


DRY  CROPLAND 


63,  187  acres 


6I(  or  38,287  acres  of  dry   cropland   are  adequately   treated. 
391  needs   treatment — 

a.      Erosion    is   the  dominant  problem  on 

(Strip  cropping,   stubble  mutch,    grassed 
waterways,   etc*) 
u.      Unfavorable  soil    is  dominant  problem  on 
(Crop  rotation,    fertilizer,    etc.) 


it,9C0  acres 


37,601    acres 


,- .  -       .,,,.     --  js  are  adequately  treated. 
50:i  needs   treatment — 

a.  Erosion   is  dominant  problem 

b.  Excess  water    is   dominant   problem 

c.  Unfavorable   soil    is  dominant  problem 


11,228  acres 
3,203  acres 
1 1,530  acres 


GRASSLAND 


:  "j3ture.    irriqated   nati 


46>  or    166,095  acres   d'  .,    treateo. 

5'(-«  needs  treatment — 

a.  Needs   reseedinj 

b.  Improvement   (deferred   grazing  primarily) 

c.  Over-grazed   (proper   stocking,    and  better 

distribution) 

d.  Needs  stockwater  development 

e.  Protection   of  f i  re 

f.  Severe  erosion   problem 
^.      Rodent  control 

Encroachment  of  plant 
Excess  water 


363,222   acres 


22,000  acres 

103,000  acres 

66,200  acres 

24,500  acres 

162.000  acres 

'".'CO  acres 

.. iOO  acres 

25,050  acres 

1,200  acres 


MODLAND 


48,535  acres 


.  ':<»..'    .litres 

WO   acres 
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LAND  CAPABILITY  DEFINITION 


SUITABLE  FOR  CULTIVATION 


NOT  SUITABLE  FOR  CULTIVATION 


CLASS  I 


CLASS  II 


CLASS  III 


CLASS  IV 


CLASS  V* 


CLASS  VI* 


CLASS  VII 


CLASS  VIII 


Very  Good 
Land 
No  Limi  t  a  t  i  on; 


Good  Land 

Minor 
Limi  tat  ion: 


Moderately 
Good  Land 
wi  th  Maj  or 
Limi  t  at ion< 


Fai  rly 
Good  Land 
Occasional 
Cul ti va tion 
wi  th  Seve  re 
Limi  tat  ions 


Suitable  for  Pasture,  Range 
and  Woodland 


With  no 
Limi  tat  ions 


With  Minor 
Limi  ta tions 


With  Major 
Limi  tat  ion  s 


Sui  table  for 

Wildlife  and 

Watershed 


Increasing  Permanent  Limitations   »»— 


*  Some  soils  in  Classes  V  and  VI  can  be  used  for  crops  with  unusually  intensive  man a gem en  t 


Why  The  Inventory:    Although  we  are  blessed  with  abundance  our  resources  are  not  inexhaustible. 
They  must  be  cared  for  and  used  wisely  that  their  productiveness  will  continue.   To  assure  their 
wise  use  we  need  basic  facts  about  physical  problems  of  conservation,  their  magnitude,  and  relative 
urgency.   This  inventory  contains  basic  facts.    It  will  be  modified  and  kept  current  with  advances 
in  technology  and  increased  knowledge. 

How  It  Was  Made:  The  inventory  was  initiated  in  1957,  as  part  of  a  national  inventory  authorized  by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  It  is  based  upon  soil  surveys  of  160  acre  samples  d  rawn  at  random. 
The  soil  survey  samples  were  expanded  to  represent  actual  conditions  in  the  County.  The  County  Com- 
mittee used  this  information  along  with  their  knowledge  of  the  Coun  ty  to  develop  estimates  of  ex- 
pected changes  by  1975. 

Who  Did  It:  The  inventory  was  conducted  by  the  Broadwater  County  Conservation  N'eeds  Committee.  The 
commi  ttee  consisted  of  representatives  of  the  County  Extension  Service,  Agriculture  Stabilization 
Conservation  Service,  Farmer s  Home  Admini  stration,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Soil  Conservation  District, 
County  Land  Reclassification  Office  and  Soil  Conservation  Service,  which  acted  as  chairman. 
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